'He has not come.' We were waiting for him while
he was lying quietly in bed! It was only the next
morning that he put in an appearance, when it was
too late to take any effectual measures to defend
the throne.''

One of the friends in Eugenie's immediate circle
makes those comments on this same incident: "Did
Trochu hesitate about going to the Tuileries be-
cauBG ho was uncertain whether it was the best thing
for him to do in his own interests? Or did he allow
his irritation over the Somnain incident to outweigh
the claims of duty! Neither he nor those who have
attempted to defend him look at his conduct in the
same light as those who do not hesitate to pronounce
his action as nothing less than a desertion and a
cowardly proceeding. The Empress, who was in-
dulgent to thoBo who failed in their fidelity to her
at this time, always allowed it to be guessed that
she considered Trochu a traitor, who had early de-
cided not to offer his services to the regent, but to
hold himself aloof so as to be in a compromised po-
sition for what the future might have in store for
him, Posterity will be severe for Trochu when he
is judged in this connection. Aside from the strict
duty of offering his services to the sovereign whom
ho had sworn to protect, what a fine part that 'Bre-
ton, catholic and soldier' might have played as pro-
tector to an unfortunate woman who was in the
greatest perplexity and whose very life might be in
danger. There was not only the dynasty but the
woman; arid General Trochu might have protected
both, lie came to the rescue of neither."

There was another important political personage
in Paris at this moment who might have given use-y enough, had he been hon-
